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President’s Report 
by Michael R. Crozier, OAM on September 20 

 
Dear CMAC Members, 

It’s been a long time since I sat in the President’s chair and I thank you for electing me again to the 

position. 

There have been a number of people who, over the years, have kept the Country Music Association of 

Canberra Inc going, despite some difficulties, too many to individually name, but I would like to take this 

opportunity to place on record, a big thank you for your dedication. 

I would also like to thank the Canberra Irish Club at Weston for their support over the last few years. 

Twenty years ago, the membership of the Country Music Association of Canberra Inc stood at over 100. 

In 2009, it had dropped to 81 and now, 2020, it stands at just over 20 financial members. This is despite 

the general trend that shows Country Music is still as popular as ever out there, in its many and varied 

forms. 

Despite the drop off in numbers, the facilities at our walk-up have continually improved, with up-graded 

equipment and back-up musicians available for anyone needing them. 

No doubt, in recent months, the Covid 19 pandemic has affected our walk-ups, but here in the ACT, we 

appear to be winning and loosening the strings, so as to speak, with a limited walk-up made possible on 

Sunday, September 13. Despite the restrictions in place, I think it was successful, and another is planned 

for Sunday October 4. 

Promotion and development will be a major task for this year’s Committee. I am interested in any 

suggestions you may have to help promote the Country Music Association of Canberra Inc. If you have 

any suggestions to help, or want to become actively involved, please give me a ring on 02 6231 9707. 

Be safe, careful and stay well. 
Michael R. Crozier, OAM 
President, CMAC 
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Social Director’s Report 
by Bev Stokes, Public Officer on September 23 

Hi Members and Friends ! 

After six months of lock down how good was it to be back at the 
Irish Club for our 3rd walk up in 2020 ! Thanks must go to our 
committee who made this possible, also to the manager of the Irish 
club, for the chance to sing. We were allowed to have 40 people in 
the room, to be “Covid 19” safe, and 10 acts for our time allowed, 
we obeyed all the rules. 

Another big milestone for CMAC was holding our Annual General Meeting. This had been put 
on the back burner because of the virus. Technology has played a big part in holding our 
general meetings each month, but when you’re not computer minded … well, I sent in a few 
apologies I can tell you! Anyway I’ll have to learn. Thanks to the old committee for their services 
in the year past; welcome and congratulations to the new committee members, who I’m sure will 
do their best for the club. 

Now back to the walk up. It was held on the 14th of September, we couldn’t have the 7th because 
the room was needed for Father’s Day. We had 9 acts, a lot of our regular artists weren’t even 
aware it was on, even though emails were sent out to lots of people, texts were sent to 
everyone that we had numbers for on our database. ** Note from our Secretary - turns out we 
have to consolidate a few different databases, it’s a work in progress **.  9 acts were on the 
white board, and it was good to see them all. The report on the performances is on the next 
page: 
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1 Leo Laverty, enjoyable as ever Leo, and those songs go down well, 
2 Sox, our new Vice President always enjoyed by all of us, man of many talents, 
3 Keith Brodie, maybe we need a workshop to help you with things, great job, 
4 Bev Stokes, it was good to get back to singing and thanks backing muso’s 
(Sox, Keith, Laraine, Dawne, & Judy), 
5 Dawne Ballard, now Dawne wrote this little diddy “ Hittin’ the Booze”. It’s to the melody of 
“Singing the Blues” and about “Covid” well done Dawne, 
6 Mike Morrissey, always good Mike everyone enjoys your songs, he has put his hand up to 
remain with the committee for 2021, 
7 Adam McKay. Now during his performance he was interrupted by a person who was very rude 
and a jerk to boot, he was very quickly removed from the club. 10 points to you Adam you kept 
up with your performance like a pro, a true champ well done ! 
8 Ralph Martin, good as ever, he’s put his hand up to remain on the committee, for 2021 as 
well, backed by our Sox,  
9 Dene Burton. Dene drove back from Wollongong that morning. He was mixing for an event 
down there on the Saturday. Dene is going to be on the new committee for 2021 as our 
secretary, so thanks for your devotion Dene. 

Now the Committee decided not to charge entry for the day as it was our first day back. We also 
held a Door Prize rather than our usual Raffle. We gave 3 tickets per person, how about that ! 
The winners were, 

1st Laraine Stephenson, 
2nd Keith Joliffe,  
3rd Mike Crozier (Mike, our new President for 2021) and  
4th Don Tarlinton.  

Congratulations to you all, thanks to Dawne for em-ceeing, sorting out the Door Prize and the 
trivia. By the way, the answer to the little quiz was “Marty Robbins”, and the winner was Shirley 
Webb, also thanks to Evie (Ralph’s daughter) for drawing out the winning tickets. 

Sox and Ralph set the gear up (with an assist from Adam). CMAC is very lucky to have 
dedicated workers who give their time each month so we all get enjoyment, thanks guys.  

Well enough from me ! Continue to keep safe, well, and keep in country. 

Cheers always Bev. 

Bev Stokes 
Public Officer,  
CMAC 
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The Secretary Gets a Word 
by Dene Burton, Secretary on September 23 

Hi Y’all ! 

Just a quick word to bring the news of the new(ish) committee. As others have said, a big 
thanks to outgoing members of the 2019 committee and hello (again) for those who have 
chosen to stay on albeit some in different roles. Now a drum roll please …. Below is your 2020 
Committee (which is also on the first page of the newsletter, but in case you didn’t notice) : 
 

2020 COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT: Michael R. Crozier, OAM Phone: 0406379035 

VICE PRESIDENT: John Socha Phone: 0414748231  

SECRETARY/PUBLICITY OFFICER: Dene Burton Phone: 0438414844 
Email: secretary@countrymusiccanberra.org.au 

TREASURER: Meryl Hinge Phone: 0434115251  

ASSISTANT TREASURER: Laraine Stephenson Phone :6291 6259 or 0412681923 

PUBLIC OFFICER: Bev Stokes Phone : 6288-5005 or 0412559113 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Bev Stokes 

Mike Morrissey 

Ralph Martin 
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Listen to Mike Crozier’s Australian Country on Saturday mornings between 8.00am and 
12.00 noon on Tuggeranong’s Valley FM 89.5, & streaming via www.valleyfm.com when 
Mike will bring you information on what is happening in Canberra and the surrounding 
area. If you have a request, email Mike on eaglecrozier@gmail.com. 
 
Sunday October 4 
CMAC Walkup at the Canberra Irish Club. Starts 1:30pm but be there early to put your 
name down to perform. $5 entry.  

Saturday October 10 
Michael & Dianne Porter host a Jammalong, under the pergola in the park beside Enid 
Lyons Street on the Lake Burley Griffin side of the Questacon Building from 12.00 noon. 
Enquiries to parkmusic@weeby.com or phone 6257 7397. 

Friday October 16 
Mark Wilkinson : We’re Not Alone at the Street Theatre, 15 Childers Street Canberra 
7.00pm. Tickets $35.00, numbers are limited due to Covid restrictions. Tickets & 
Enquiries, phone 6247 1223. 

Saturday November 1 
A Jammalong is on at the Up Opping Second Hand Clothing, 82-88 Limestone Avenue 
Ainslie from 10.00am. Enquiries on 6257 7397. 

Friday November 6 
The McClymonts on their 2020 Tour are at the Canberra Southern Cross Club Woden 
from 8.00pm. 

Saturday November 7 
Michael & Dianne Porter host a Jammalong, under the pergola in the park beside Enid 
Lyons Street on the Lake Burley Griffin side of the Questacon Building from 12.00 noon. 
Enquiries to parkmusic@weeby.com or phone 6257 7397. 
 
Fanny Lumsden on her Fallow Tour at the Street Theatre, 15 Childers Street Canberra, 
commencing 7.30pm. Tickets: VIP $50.00, Standard $29.00, Children $19.00, 
Concession $27.00, Groups of 4+ $25.00. Tickets & enquiries to 6247 1223. 
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Saturday November 14 
Gina Jeffreys, with guests Rod McCormack & Max Jackson, is at the Canberra 
Southern Cross Club Phillip. Dinner & show with a 6.00pm Sit-down $79.75. Show only 
$42.75, commencing 8.00pm, plus booking fee. Ring the Club for tickets & enquiries. 
 
Sunday November 15 
ANBC Gundagai Busking Championships, Gundagai Busking Festival. Enquiries 0422 
772 759. 

Michael & Dianne Porter host a Jammalong, under the pergola in the park beside Enid 
Lyons Street on the Lake Burley Griffin side of the Questacon Building from 12.00 noon. 
Enquiries to parkmusic@weeby.com or phone 6257 7397. 

 

  CHECK OUT THE CMAC FACEBOOK PAGE 

  
Country Music Association of Canberra 
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